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Engl 4850: Third World Literature
"Gender and Geography in South African Literature"
Fall Semester 2013

Dr.DagniBredesen
Contact numbers: 217-581-7051or217-549-4355
Email: dabredesen@eiu.edu
Office Hours: MW 2.45-3.45 or by appointment
Office: Booth Library 1116 (also CH 3556)*
*Call or email to confirm location of meeting

COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this class we consider many issues that pertain to the term "Third World
Literature." We do this by way of a focused investigation of South African narratives. Most of what we
will read has been produced since 1994, that is, after the overthrow of a system of legislated racism
known as "apartheid." In narratives written during the colonial era and under the apartheid regime,
human bodies serve as allegories for the land itself and for national identities. For example, as we will see,
European colonizers imagined Africa as a "dark continent" in their colonial adventures. In this imagined
landscape, Africa waited unknown and un-named for the white male explorer(s) to give meaning and
purpose to its presumably blank spaces. The colonial imagination also tended to see the vast land-mass as
feminine; representations of woman-as mother, virgin and/or victim-come to stand in for Africa. But
there are other texts that resist these often violent representational practices. Male bodies, as well as
female bodies, straight, gay and transgendered bodies, black, white, or mixed-race bodies, these also can
serve as vehicles for understanding the pressures on an emerging nation, especially when it comes to
contests over the allocation of land. Issues and images recur in the different kinds of narratives we will
examine-fiction, auto/biography, poetry and history-and how these narratives contribute to this
process of nation-building twenty years on from South Africa's first democratic vote.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course is intended to help students gain familiarity with diverse literatures of
the world--to move beyond the Western canon to read, understand, and enjoy texts produced in and
reflective of diverse cultures. English 4850 is a writing-intensive course, intended to enable motivated
students improve their written expression, as well as reading comprehension, critical thinking, and oral
expression.

ASSIGNMENTS will include student presentations of literary, historical, and critical secondary texts, inclass writing, a four-six page essay, a 10-12 page research-based paper as well as midterm and final
examinations. And, the occasional pop quiz if warranted.
TEXTS:

Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin. Post-Colonial Studies: The Key Concepts
Beck, Roger. The History ofSouth Africa
Coetzee, J.M. Disgrace
Haggard, H. Rider. King's Solomon's Mines
Krog, Antjie. Country of My Skull
Matlwa, Kopano. Coconut
Mda, Zakes. Madonna of Excelsior
Van Niekerk, Marlene. Triomf
Wicomb, Zoe Playing in the Light
E-Reserves (TBA)

Course Schedule: Please note this schedule is provisional, subject to change, and covers the first four
weeks.
Week 1 (8/19) Orientations: The Lay of the Land: Africa's Dark Continent as Virgin Territory.

Introductions to class, to each other, to the subject and our first novel.
"Close Reading of Jan van der Straet's etching "America."
Intro to King Solomon's Mines -read dedication and discuss.

Homework (HMWK): For next class please read
Haggard's King Solomon's Mines up to and including chapter V (and bring KSM to class)
Beck's History ofSouth Africa, Chapter 3
Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin Post-Colonial Studies: The Key Concepts

"African American and post-colonial studies"
"Colonialism"
"Empire"
"Exploration and Travel"

W (8/21): Guest Lecturer: Roger Beck
Discuss KSM dedication and set up of the story.
HMWK: For Monday's class please read:
Haggard, to chapter XV
Beck, chapter 4
Paco Key Concepts:

"Imperialism"
"Cartography"
"Savage/Civilized"

Week 2 (8/26) "Dark Continent"
Dr. Bredesen returns.
Discuss assigned readings. Introduce idea of the female intermediary
HMWK: Finish King's Solomon's Mines (chapters XVI-XX)
Read Beck, Chapter 6
Key Concepts: "Aboriginal/Indigenous Peoples"
"Apartheid"
"Binarism"
(8/28) Africa is a Woman?: The Female Intermediary or, Pocohantas and her African
sisters: Eva/Krotoa and Foulata
Reminder: No Class on MONDAY, LABOR DAY
Discuss KSM Conclusion/ Map Exercise
HMWK:Beck, chapters 2 and 5
Key Concepts: "Contrapuntal Reading"
"Colonial Desire"
"Miscegenation"
Week 3 (9/02) Labor Day-NO CLASS
W (9/04) "The Ugly Word"
Finish discussion of KSM
The story of Sarah Baartman, Hottentot Venus
Nelson Mandela on Apartheid/The Pillars of Apartheid
The Immorality Acts
Introduce Madonna ofExcelsior
Discuss Assigned Readings ME, Beck and Key Concepts
HMWK: Read ME chs 1-18
Beck, ch 7

Week 4 (9 /09) "Mama Africa": The Maternal Nature & Nurture
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Discuss assigned readings
Make links between Key Concepts and key passages in ME

HMWK: Finish reading Madonna of Excelsior by next Monday
Beck chapter 9
(9/11) Rainbow Nation

Discuss of Madonna of Excelsior
Introduce: First Paper topics
HMWK: Finish ME, decide on paper topics
Bring Playing in the Light to class.

Week 5 (9/16) Rainbow Nation
Finish discussion of Madonna of Excelsior
Introduce: Playing in the Light
HMWK: Continue working on Essay
Read Playing in the Light (pages 1-45)

(9/18) Discuss Playing in the Light
HMWK: Finish paper (due Monday 9/23)
Read: PL (45-115)
Week 6 (9/23) FIRST PAPER DUE
Paper workshop I/ Discuss Playing in the Light
HMWK: Read PL (116-166) .
(9/24) Conferences: Bring Revised Versions to class
(9/25) KEY SENTENCE WORKSHOP
Week 7 (9/30) Turn in revised version of First Essay
HMWK: read Triomf ch 1-9

Week 8 (10/12) "The Volksmoeder: Self-Sacrificing Mother of the Nation"
Discuss Triomf
MIDTERM
HMWK: Finish reading Triomf, chapters 10-18)
Bring Country of my Skull to class

Week 9 (10/19) Discuss Triomf I Introduce Country of my Skull
HMWK: Read Country of My Skull, chapters 1-12.
Week 10 (10/26) "The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
In class viewing: A Long Night's Journey into Day
Group work
HMWK: Country of My Skull, ch 13-21, Envoi, & Epilogue.
HMWK: Bring Disgrace to class

Week 11 (11102) Power and Limits of Personal Narratives
Discuss film and Country ofmy Skull I Introduce final paper
Introduce Disgrace
HMWK: Read Disgrace ch 1-6
Week 12 (11/09) Final Paper Prospectus Due
Discuss Disgrace
HMWK: Finish Disgrace, chapters 7-24
Week 13 (11/16) Rape and Reparation
Wrap-up discussion of Disgrace
HMWK: Work on final paper and read Coconut
Prepare presentation
Week 14 (11/30): Rainbow Nation Revisited
Discuss Coconut
Exam preparation sheet handed-out
Presentations of Final Paper begin
Week 15 (12/07) Presentations
Final Examination; Wednesday, December 14th 7.30-9.30 pm
Please bring a thumb drive we will be using computers

Course Assignments
I encourage you to Keep a separate notebook or journal in which you write your responses to reading
assignments and class discussion. For each work that we read, you will find it helpful to identify in your
journal the key concepts that we are learning about as you see them manifested or contested in the
literature under discussion. What are your own thoughts about them? Identify also attitudes to the
issues--the social and political views expressed in the text. In your journal, also take notes on your
background reading in history, political science, and current events. From time to time, you will be asked
to write responses in class, and you should add them into your journal when they are returned. You will
find a journal very useful in reviewing for exams and in planning your papers and oral presentations. I
will not collect or grade journals
PAPER I (1000-1200 words that is, 4 to 5 computer-printed or typed double-spaced pages) is due
on September 23rd. The description will be handed out in class.
In this and all papers, be sure to credit ideas and phrasing that you use in your analysis. Be sure to quote
accurately, indicate all quotes and paraphrases, and document accurately (use the MLA system). Inform
yourself about documentation conventions for electronic-media information and materials. All such
materials must be documented, and citation forms are illustrated in recent handbooks; go to the Writing

Center for assistance. Electronic-media materials must be evaluated for quality and reliability even more
scrupulously than print materials. Please remember that you must absorb and process all materials:
downloading is not research.

PAPER II ASSIGNMENT
Due at the end of class (date to be announced) a researched analytical study (2000--3000 words) on a
topic you have developed in conversation (and writing) with Dr. Bredesen. Topics must be approved but
you may write about a topic that also relates to your area of disciplinary interest.

A prospectus (one or two fully-developed paragraphs [5 to 7 sentences each], typed and double-spaced)
is due on 6th November. The prospectus should clearly identify the issue to be discussed, the approach to
be taken, and the point of view to be argued; it should also indicate the literary works and works of
background research that will be referred to in the paper.
RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATION: During the last two weeks of the semester, each student will present
the material of his/her final research paper, according to an assigned schedule. The presentation should
be carefully timed to last no more than 10 minutes (and no less than 5").
Each presentation should be accompanied by a thesis statement (what you plan to argue) and an
annotated bibliography (instructions will follow).

GRADE CALCULATION
Participation and Daily Preparation (including quizzes and oral presentations): 20%
Mid-Term Exam: 15%
Cumulative Final Exam: 20%
Paper I: 15%
Paper II (including Prospectus): 25%
Research Paper Oral Presentations and handout: 5%
COURSE POLICIES
CLASS ATTENDANCE, punctuality, preparation, and participation are expected and required. You are
presumed to be professionals-in-training responsible for attending class regularly and participating in
discussion. In order to deal with unforeseen emergencies, starting from week two, you are allowed to
miss up to the equivalent of one week of class without documented excuse. Any additional absences will,
however, be penalized at a rate of one letter grade per two class meetings; any student who is absent for
more than four classes (equivalent of four weeks) will earn a grade of F for the course.

ASSIGNMENTS are to have been completed by class time on the date for which they appear on the
syllabus. The book(s) in which the day's assignments are contained should be brought to class.
Unannounced quizzes on assigned material may be given at any time. There will be no opportunity to
make up missed quizzes or in-class writing assignments. Students are responsible for material covered in
class and announcements or assignments made in class as well as for assignments on the syllabus.
THE MIDTERM EXAM will be written on test booklets, available at the Union Book Store. Please write
midterm in ink and on the appropriate booklets. I am going to try to arrange to have the final in a
classroom with computers.
Announced tests and exams must be taken at the scheduled time. Except in cases of DOCUMENTED
emergency or official university absence arranged ahead of time. there will be no opportunity to make up
mid-term or final exams!

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS: Papers must be "typed" or computer-generated (double-spaced) on heavy
or medium-weight white 8 x 11 paper. Computer print-outs must be "letter quality," 12-point size, clear,
and dark--no pale print will be accepted. Use 1" margins. Each paper should have a separate title sheet
which includes the title of the paper, course title, instructor's name, student's name, and submission date.
Repeat the title at the top of the first page of text. Papers must be stapled or clipped, and pages numbered.
DOCUMENTATION: Use the MLA system to cite all primary and secondary sources used in preparation of
your papers. Also, be sure to introduce sources in your text. Each student should have access to the latest
edition of The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, and to a handbook of usage and mechanics.
RESPONSIBLE USE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA: Please keep in mind that electronic media materials must be
documented as conscientiously and accurately as any other material. Be aware also that it is necessary to
ascertain the authority, reliability, accuracy of all materials and that it may be particularly difficult to do
so in the case of electronic media. Be sure to evaluate and clearly identify any source of information,
analysis, or opinion; process material from electronic sources as critically and creatively as you do print
sources. Check with the Writing Center for up-to-date documentation conventions. DOWNLOADING IS
NOT RESEARCH.
STUDENTS WITH DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive
academic accommodation, please note that arrangements must be made through the Office of Disability
Services; you should, therefore, contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as
soon as possible.

